
AP Literature and Composition 

Summer Reading Assignments 2020 

 

You will need to read and complete all associated assignments for each of the two books before the 

start of the school year. We will work closely with both of these books within the first few weeks of 

school, so all work is expected to be completed by the first week of school.  You will need to acquire 

your own copy of each book as you will be expected to annotate directly in the books. Therefore, it’s 

highly recommended that you purchase a used copy online or at a second hand bookstore to save 

money. 

 

Books Needed:  

The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald 

How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster (revised edition with the red cover: ISBN 

978-0-06-230167-3) 

 

Assignment #1: The Great Gatsby (annotations & double entry notes) 

Annotations: Read The Great Gatsby in its entirety (avoid watching the movie as it is only a fraction of 

the novel). As you read, use the attached list of AP level literary devices and terms to find as many 

examples of each device/term as you can within the novel. Some devices will be difficult to find, but 

others (such as metaphors, symbolism, theme, etc.) will be plentiful. You’ll notice while looking at the 

list that some of these are terms you need to know for poetry and will not necessarily be found in a 

novel, so use your best judgement based on the definitions. All terms should be reviewed and studied 

over the summer, but fiction devices should be included in your annotations and double entry notes for 

Gatsby. It is easiest to familiarize yourself with the devices before you read so that you don’t have to go 

back and re-read. Mark in your book as many literary devices as you can find (annotate). Some things 

will just be devices, but ask yourself why Fitzgerald uses these devices. If there is a deeper meaning, 

write yourself a note (annotate) about that too. Remember that the purpose of annotations is to help 

you read more actively and also to remind yourself what to talk about during class discussions or 

Socratic Seminars. While you read, you will also need to practice annotating the novel for meaning (not 

just literary devices). Reading How to Read Literature Like a Professor will help you to pick out things 

that are annotation worthy, and I have also included the first two pages of my personal copy of The 

Great Gatsby to serve as a guide for annotations. When annotating, remember to write your thoughts 

and ideas next to the sections that you underline/highlight. Underlining and highlighting alone do not 

constitute annotations. When trying to decide what to annotate, pretend you will teach this 

chapter/passage to the class in a Socratic Seminar. What would you point out to them? How would you 

explain it?   

 Double Entry Notes: Double entry notes are a note taking style we will use often in AP Lit (and in 

college). The basic premise is that each note entry has two parts: an important quote or paraphrase and 

a detailed analysis of the significance of this quote/paraphrase. You are required to type your examples 

out into a chart form such as the example below in order to keep everything organized and to post it on 

our online plagiarism detector site. You will need at least 4 passages/entries per chapter. Choose 

passages/quotes that are deeply meaningful (so that you have something to analyze) and see how many 

literary devices you can connect to each of them. 



 For each entry:  

give the direct quote with 
chapter number and page 
number (paraphrase if it’s too 
long) 
 

 if a device is present, name the devise and explain how this 
quote exemplifies that particular device and why it is 
important to note  

 then, give as much analysis as you can think of (Why did you 
choose this passage? Why is it important to the novel as a 
whole?) 

 

 

Don’t be afraid to connect these to other parts of the novel, characterization, theme, etc. When 

mentioning devices, remember that not every device will have a deeper analysis, but most of them will 

and the passage itself should. The explanation and analysis is more important than the literary device 

itself. Although 4 entries per chapter is the minimum requirement, you can always do more to get a 

better grade or make up for weaker entries. 

 

**If you need additional help with how to annotate or do double entries, do a little Google research on 

the subject. DO NOT, however, simply copy and paste information from the internet into your double 

entry chart or any other work for this class. You can use websites like Sparknotes.com for help when 

needed, but the majority of the analysis should be your own work, and everything for this class should 

be in your own original words. Plagiarized work will receive a zero, and you’ll be asked to drop the 

course.** 

 

Link to AP Literary Terms and Devices: (you should print these out and keep them in your binder for 

class at all times) 

https://bit.ly/3d3oC50 

 

Example Chart: 

Example from Text Explanation/Analysis 

All on pg. 1/ Ch. 1 “I’m inclined 
to reserve all judgements” 
“I was unjustly accused of being 
a politician” 
“most of the confidences were 
unsought”-he says he tries 
everything to get people NOT to 
open up to him 

Devices: Indirect Characterization and Metaphor 
Nick is saying that he hears a lot of people’s secrets 
because he’s known for not judging people and being a 
listener. People must think he’s trustworthy and easy to 
talk to. He doesn’t want to know all of these secrets 
though. I think people calling him a “politician” is a joke 
meaning that he rides the fence and never has a real 
opinion so that everyone will like him. This is important 
because it does make him a good narrator. He knows a lot 
about each character, so we get to know about all of them 
too. Nick will be our way “in” to the lives of all the other 
characters. We learn later that Nick isn’t poor or rich. He’s 
just somewhere in between. This helps us relate to him and 
means that his opinions and observations will be similar to 
our own if we were actually there. This further makes him 
a good choice for Fitzgerald to use as a narrator. 

 

https://bit.ly/3d3oC50


 

Examples of Annotation: 

 

 

 

Assignment #2: How to Read Literature Like a Professor and analytical 

paragraphs 

Read How to Read Literature Like a Professor and annotate the important/useful parts. This book is 

designed to help you read and analyze more deeply by giving hints into common literary analysis 

patterns you will see in many works of literary merit. We will work with each chapter individually 

throughout the first few weeks of class, but this summer you should read each of the following chapters 

and apply them to Gatsby in at least one strong paragraph each. These are the only chapters you need 

to read for the summer, but the others will be assigned as we make our way through the course. These 

short writing assignments will let you practice your literary analysis and they will help me get to know 

you and your writing. Use the ideas in the book to help guide you. We will also use these in Socratic 

Seminars. (Total of 7 paragraphs.) 

Introduction: How’d He Do That? 

You don’t need to write anything for this one, just read and think.  

Chapter 2 -- Nice to Eat with You: Acts of Communion 

Start your analytical paragraphs with this chapter. 

Chapter 3: --Nice to Eat You: Acts of Vampires 

Hint, it’s not literally about vampires. 



Chapter 9 -- It’s More Than Just Rain or Snow 

Discuss the importance of weather in a specific scene or in the novel as a whole. 

Chapter 10 -- Never Stand Next to the Hero 

Explain the difference between round and flat characters. Give an example of each. Explain why you’ve 

labeled them as such and analyze why Fitzgerald chooses to make them either flat or round. 

Chapter 11 --...More Than It’s Gonna Hurt You: Concerning Violence 

Present examples of violence in Gatsby and analyze each occurrence. (Don’t just stop at the obvious.) 

Chapter 14 -- Yes, She’s a Christ Figure, Too 

Apply the criteria on page 126-129 to a character. Explain your ideas.  

Chapter 18 -- If She Comes Up, It’s Baptism 

 Think of a “baptism scene” in Gatsby. How was the character different after the experience? Remember 

to stretch the idea and think outside the box. 

 

 

 

 


